
Charitable Choice
Addiction and Prevention Services



• 90 Providers indicated 
Faith Based Program

• Changes to AAPS 
Application

• Provider changes should 
be e-mailed to 
Billie.Fuller@srs.ks.gov

mailto:Billie.Fuller@srs.ks.gov�


Recovery Oriented 
Systems of Care

Recovery-Oriented Systems support
erson-centered and self-directed approaches 

to care that build on the 
strengths and resilience

of individuals, families, and communities
to take responsibility for their sustained 

health, wellness and recovery 
from alcohol and drug problems. 

p



Key Elements of ROSC
1. Person-centered; 
2. Family and other ally 

involvement; 
3. Individualized and 

comprehensive services 
across the lifespan; 

4. Systems anchored in the 
community; 

5. Continuity of care; 
6. Partnership-consultant 

relationships; 
7. Strength-based; 
8. Culturally responsive; 
9. Responsiveness to personal 

belief systems; 

ATR Approaches to a Recovery-Oriented 
Systems of Care – 2009 SAMHSA



Key Elements of
Recovery Oriented Systems of Care

10.   Commitment to peer 
recovery support services;

11. Inclusion of the voices and 
experiences of recovering 
individuals and their families;

12. Integrated services; 
13. System-wide education and 

training; 
14. Ongoing monitoring and 

outreach; 
15. Outcomes driven; 
16. Research-based; and
17. Adequately and flexibly 

financed. ATR Approaches to a Recovery-Oriented 
Systems of Care – 2009 SAMHSA



Resilience Factors

Work or 
School

Faith

Housing

Medical 
Home Peer 

Self-Help

Family 
and 

Friends

Substance 
Abuse 

Treatment

http://www.aecf.org/upload/publicationfiles/faith%20matters.pdf



Charitable Choice Initiative

• Enacted in 2000 by President George W. Bush
• Religious or Charitable Organizations are 

eligible for federal funding
• Selection is not an endorsement of the 

organizations religious character, practices or 
expression

A Guide to Charitable Choice - 1997 Center for Public Justice



What is the 
Charitable Choice Initiative?

Charitable Choice
• Encourages government officials to obtain services 

from nongovernmental groups
• Requires government to NOT discriminate against a 

faith-based organization
• Obligates government to respect the religious 

character of faith-based providers
• Protects the rights of recipients 
• Maintains the separation of Church & State 

Charitable Choice - 1997 Center for Public Justice



Respecting 
Religious Character

• Faith-Based providers may display religious 
symbols and items.

• Faith-Based providers may use a faith-based 
approach and emphasize values and 
characters.

• Faith-Based providers retain their right to use 
religious criteria when hiring.

http://www.samhsa.gov/fbci/charitable_choice_regs.pdf



Charitable Choice Goals

1. Seeks to encourage states to expand the involvement 
of community and faith-based organizations in the 
public anti-poverty effort.

2. Protects the religious integrity and character of faith-
based organizations that are willing to accept 
government funds to provide services to the needy.

3. Safeguards the religious freedom of beneficiaries, 
both those willing to receive services from religious 
organizations and those who object to receiving 
services. 

Charitable Choice - 1997 Center for Public Justice



Notice of 
Charitable 

Choice

Notice of Charitable Choice Regulations 
http://www.samhsa.gov/fbci/charitable_choice_regs.

pdf 



What is Faith Based

Organization that has some degree of 
connection to an organized faith community

These connections may include:
• Mission Statement
• Shared Religious Ideology among Staff
• Religious Conviction that Motivates or Guides Actions 

and Decisions
• Reliance of Financial Sources of a Religious Nature 

http://www.religionandsocialpolicy.org/
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Sub-Types of 

Faith Based Organizations
• Congregation-Based Organization

– A house of worship that directly provides social services, 
without doing so through a distinct and separate 
organization.  

• Local Religiously-Affiliated Non-Profit
– A service provider who has a 501 3(C)  status and is related 

to a religious organization.  
• Multi-State or National Faith Based Organizations

– May have a shared religious ideology in their mission 
statements, hiring decisions board membership, funding 
sources or other services (religious) provided

http://www.religionandsocialpolicy.org/



Examples:
Catholic Charities Vision

Vision of Catholic Charities
Believing in the presence of 
God in our midst, we 
proclaim the sanctity of 
human life and the dignity 
of the person by sharing in 
the mission of Jesus given to 
the Church. To this end, 
Catholic Charities works 
with individuals, families 
and communities to help 
them meet their needs, 
address their issues, 
eliminate oppression, and 
build a just and 
compassionate society. 

1971, World Council, Accra, Ghana
CHRISTIAN TASK

The Council recommends that the World YWCA should 
encourage and assist national associations during the 
next four years to study anew what is involved in being a 
Christian movement in today's world, and what 
implications this has for program, membership policies, 
purpose statements and leadership within the 
association...All national associations should be involved 
in this study and not only those who wish.

1995, World Council, Seoul, Korea
ORDINATION OF WOMEN
• Whereas the World YWCA is a Christian membership 

movement advocating leadership by women, We call 
upon the World Council 1995 to accept the following 
resolution: YWCA women will positively lobby their 
denomination for the ordination and leadership of 
women.

http://www.ywca.org/site/pp.asp?c=djISI6PIKpG&b=284783�
http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=1174�


Strengths of 
Faith Based Organizations

• Importance of faith for promoting recovery
• Faith communities provide a social support 

that helps many sustain recovery
• Faith community resources available to 

address social needs
• Central institutions in communities of color

From SAMHSA/CSAT Presentation



How might you determine if 
your program is faith-based?

1. Do you consider sharing your faith as an essential 
part of the services your organization provides?

2. Is participation in activities and rituals considered 
necessary to successful recovery?

3. Are your social services a means of recruiting 
members into your organization?

4. Do you consider it your obligation to convert 
others to your religion?

5. Do you make a distinction  between religion and 
spirituality?

Report from the Florida Faith and Community-Based 
Treatment Committee   June 2003



Faith Based Services 
may include

• Chaplain Services
• Attending Synagogue
• Communion 
• Religious Studies
• Christian Fellowship Worship
• Devotion / Meditation
• Celebrate Recovery



Protection for 

Faith Based Providers
• Faith Based providers may not use contract funds 

to pay for worship services, sectarian instruction, 
or proselytization, so to avoid the appearance of 
governmental promotion of the providers 
religious doctrines.

• A religious organization may choose to form a 
separate 501 (3)(c) corporation to carry out 
federally funded programs.

• Faith based providers may permit employment 
discrimination on the grounds of religion.

http://www.samhsa.gov/fbci/charitable_choice_regs.pdf 



Rights of 

Beneficiaries
• States are required to ensure there are 

alternatives for beneficiaries who object to 
receiving services from a faith-based provider.

• Religious organizations may not compel 
beneficiaries to actively participate in religious 
practice.

• A beneficiary has no right to receive services 
from a faith-based provider that reflect his or 
her own religious beliefs. 

http://www.samhsa.gov/fbci/charitable_choice_regs.pdf



Faith Based Providers
must....

1. Provide notice of their right to alternative 
service to all potential and actual program 
beneficiaries (service recipients).

2. Refer program beneficiaries to alternative 
services.

3. Fund and/or provide alternative services. 

http://www.samhsa.gov/fbci/charitable_choice_regs.pdf



References
• Roundtable on Religion and Social Welfare Policy  

http://www.religionandsocialpolicy.org/
• Access to Recovery Approaches 

http://pfr.samhsa.gov/docs/ATR_Approaches_to_ROSC.pdf
• Center for Public Justice   

http://www.cpjustice.org/charitablechoice/guide/
• Faith Matters

http://www.aecf.org/upload/publicationfiles/faith%20matters.pdf
• Recovery Oriented Systems of Care

http://rcsp.samhsa.gov/_pubs/rsswhitepaper.pdf
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